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Clinical and research fellowship in multiple 
sclerosis at the Royal Melbourne Hospital 

 
 
position title:  MS Clinical and Research Fellow 
portfolio/service: Royal Melbourne Hospital 
location:  RMH City Campus 
supervisor: Dr Tomas Kalincik 
position commencing:  Jan 2017  
expression of interest by:  19th July 2016 
contact: tomas.kalincik@unimelb.edu.au 
 
Melbourne Health is Victoria’s second largest public health service. We provide comprehensive acute, 
sub-acute, general, specialist medical and mental health services through both inpatient and 
community based facilities through the following services: The Royal Melbourne Hospital – City 
Campus, The Royal Melbourne Hospital – Royal Park Campus, North Western Mental Health, North 
West Dialysis Service and Victorian Infectious Diseases Reference Laboratory. 
Melbourne Health provides services to the culturally and linguistically diverse communities of northern 
and western metropolitan Melbourne, as well as providing general and specialist services to regional 
and rural Victorians as a tertiary referral service.  
Melbourne Health employs over 8,000 staff across our services and manages over 1,400 beds. It 
provides one of the two adult major trauma services to the state of Victoria. In 2009 – 2010, 
Melbourne Health provided 713,000 occasions of service (acute, mental health and aged), 53,912 
Emergency presentations and 92,265 admitted patients (acute, Mental health and aged). 
Our Strategic Directions 2010 – 2016 is underpinned by our organisational values and behaviours 
‘passion for caring – Achieving the Extraordinary’ and incorporates five key goals: Develop our 
Workforce, Improve the Quality & Safety of Services, Develop and encourage Strategic Relationships, 
Foster a Culture of Research and Innovation; and Build a Sustainable Organisation. 
 
Further information on Melbourne Health is available at www.mh.org.au.    
 
 
POSITION SUMMARY FOR MS CLINICAL AND RESEARCH FELLOW 
 
As a member of the MS Unit and Neuroscience and Continuing Care Division, 
participate in patient care, teaching and research at The Royal Melbourne Hospital. 
 
Multiple Sclerosis (MS) Fellowship Program  
 
The MS Fellowship involves a 12 month training program at the Royal Melbourne 
Hospital.  During this time the participant undertakes research activities and teaching 
rounds in the speciality of Multiple Sclerosis.  The fellow completes research driven 
activities under the academic supervisorship of Dr Tomas Kalincik and Professor 
Helmut Butzkueven at The Department of Neurology, Royal Melbourne Hospital. In 
addition, the fellow will participate in the clinical training in the subspecialty of multiple 
sclerosis. 
 

http://www.mh.org.au/
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This valuable program trains clinically oriented researchers in the analysis and 
interpretation of clinical data.  The Fellowships are administrated in accordance with 
the National Health and Medical Research Council guidelines. 
 
What Is Expected Under The Program  
 
All fellows are expected to be very productive in their research during (and after) their 
Fellowship.  Fellows are encouraged to publish their research in peer reviewed 
journals throughout their fellowship.  Most of the fellows have progressed to publish 
many further papers from subsequent work.  In addition the fellows present at national 
and international conferences such as the Australian and New Zealand Association of 
Neurologists (ANZAN), American Association of Neurologists and ECTRIMS.    
 
The Royal Melbourne Hospital MS Unit 
 
The fellow who holds a clinical registration plays an active role in our MS Unit.  The 
Unit offers a full range of in-patient, ambulatory care and outpatient services in 
addition to a busy clinical trials and research unit. The research unit encompasses 
MSBase, a unique, web-based platform dedicated to evaluating outcomes data in MS 
through the analysis of large datasets.  
 
The Program’s research is focused on clinically relevant research.  The RMH is an 
internationally recognised centre for MS research which continues to gain wide 
scientific and media attention.  Current research interests include the identification of 
susceptibility loci associated with MS as well as the genetic determinants of disease 
course. Other areas of interest include the impact of environmental factors on MS 
aetiology and disease progression, the exploration of novel treatments for MS-related 
disability, and imaging predictors of disease outcome.  
 
Clinical Responsibilities of the Fellow 
 
The fellow will receive a subspecialty training in multiple sclerosis and 
neuroimmunology. Their responsibilities will include: 
• Participation in weekly MS and Neuroimmunology clinic. 
• Participation in weekly MS clinical trials review clinic. 
• Attendance at the weekly MS unit meetings. 
• Participation in monthly MS Clinical/Scientific meetings and MS journal club 

meetings. 
• Presentations at Department and Hospital Meetings. 
 
All work will be conducted under the direct supervision of Professor Helmut 
Butzkueven in the MS unit at the RMH. 
 
Education Responsibilities of the Fellow 
 
It is expected that the fellow would also be involved in all the educational activities of 
the Department of Neurology and Department of Medicine which include: 
 
• Weekly joint clinical meetings with the Departments of Neurology and Radiology 
• Weekly neuroradiology meetings 
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• Fortnightly neuropathology meetings 
• Fortnightly neuroscience seminars 
• Weekly medical research seminars (Department of Medicine) 
 
Research 
 
It is expected that the fellow will complete at least one significant research project in 
multiple sclerosis. A number of research projects are available, focusing on the 
outcomes research in multiple sclerosis. Some of the available topics are long-term 
effectiveness of immunomodulatory therapy, prognostics in patients with MS or 
individualised therapy. The research plan will be tailored to the fellow’s research 
interests and skills. The project is based on MSBase, a large global MS cohort 
consisting of more than 39,000 patients.  
 
Selection Criteria 
 
• Medical (MBBS or MD) or research degree (master or PhD) in a relevant 

discipline (statistics or epidemiology) 
(the clinical components of the position will not apply to non-medical applicants) 

• Interest in neurology (subspecialty interest in neuroimmunology is an advantage) 
• Understanding of elementary statistics (theoretical and practical)  
• Demonstrated excellence in clinical or academic environment 
• Strong interest in academic research, in particular outcomes research 
• Capacity to work independently as a part of a research group  

 
 
Outcomes and Assessment 
 
The following parameters will be evaluated as part of the assessment of expected 
outcomes: 
• Primary evidence generated in the course of the fellowship 
• A publication of the proposed research in a peer-reviewed journal  
• Contribution to the MS Service at RMH 
 
The fellow will further develop their knowledge of the following: 

• multiple sclerosis – diagnosis and management 
• design of statistical models 
• multivariable modelling 
• longitudinal statistical analysis 
• neuroepidemiology 
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